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ents of newspapers which are certainly  not  usually
accused of * left-wing * tendencies,1

Looking back upon this unhappy period in our
foreign relations, it would seem that the Foreign Office**
was obsessed by certain illusions. They still over-
rated the fighting qualities of the Italian infantry, and
underrated those of the Spanish militiamen and the
International Brigade. They were certain that any
Government containing socialists and communists must
be inefficient, and they accepted the statements made in
part of the press about the * chaos * in eastern Spain. Their
channels of information about Republican Spain were,
for the most part, officials whose upbringing, outlook,
religion, and social contacts made them hostile to the new
order. The withdrawal of our Ambassador was an initial
mistake, but so long as Mr. (now Sir George) Ogilvie
Forbes was Charged*Affaires some semblance of a proper
relationship existed.. As our policy grew more tortuous,
and our representatives less impartial, every Englishman
in Republican Spain was aware of a steady deterioration.

All through the early part of March Signor Mussolini
continued to send out troops, and those newspapers in
England, which have from the first encouraged every
form of Italian aggression, now began to report their
arrival in anticipation of the expected fall of Madrid
and the need of ascribing this to their hero's armies.
Breaches of faith so magnificent forced them to break
their previous discreet reticence.

Ten thousand fresh Italian troops are reported in
Gibraltar to have landed at Cadiz from three ships
which arrived there on March 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.
The reports add that the Italians were sent imme-
1 E.g. The Dally Telegraph, Le Temps, The Washington Post* etc